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Kernan Awards Grant to Kirklin’s JDT Industries 
 
INDIANAPOLIS – Gov. Joe Kernan announced today that four workers are upgrading their skills 
thanks to a $6,796 grant awarded by Department of Workforce Development to Jaques Diamond Tool 
and Wheel. 
 

Founded in 1945, Jaques Diamond Tool and Wheel (JDT) Industries originally produced 
diamond tools for Allison Transmission. Today, the Kirklin-based company continues to provide 
quality tools to Allison as well as many other national automotive and aerospace companies.   
 

"It’s imperative that we continually upgrade the skills of our manufacturing workforce in order 
to remain competitive in a global marketplace,” said Kernan. “JDT Industries takes great pride in the 
success of its employees. This training will not only benefit the future success of its workforce, but of 
the company and in turn the community as a whole. We look forward to the successful completion of 
this project.” 

 
The company recently made a decision to expand its product line and invest in a Walter six-

axis computer numeric controlled (CNC) grinder to meet growing demand. The grant, which is 
leveraged by a $6,430 match by the company, will allow Walter’s authorized trainer to personally train 
four employees on-site. Once trained, employees will be able to produce a wide-range of cutting tools, 
such as carbide drills, step drills, reamers, and broaches, giving the company the advantage of 
providing clients with additional tooling services. Each participant will also earn a state-issued 
certificate of technical achievement in advanced manufacturing. 

 
 “We’re very grateful to the Department of Workforce Development and Gov. Kernan for the 
support they have given us through this grant,” said Mark Miller, President, JDT Industries. “It will 
enable us to fulfill an order already received from Tyco Electronics to produce silicon wafer dicing 
saws as well as orders from Daimler Chrysler in Kokomo. This is a very exciting time for us.”  

 
All Indiana businesses are eligible to apply for Incumbent Worker Training grants. The grants 

are designed to create a world-class workforce in Indiana, through continuous improvement to the skill 
levels of Hoosier workers. 

 
Through its various programs and initiatives, DWD is charged with continually improving the 

Hoosier workforce by assisting companies create new jobs and improve employee skills. The agency 
offers a variety of training and educational grants, works with the state’s 27 WorkOne Centers, 
administers the unemployment insurance system, provides labor market information, assists 
employers with preparing workers for layoffs and closures and operates a statewide job placement 
service.   

 
For more information on this or other DWD programs, contact Jeff Harris at 317/232-3396 or 

visit the web site at www.workforce.IN.gov. 
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